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the most careful investigation to these facts and state-
ments." In his anxiety, however, to prove that the Indian
landlords like those in Bengal who had permanent spttle-
ments with Government were in fact more extortionate in
their demands towards the peasants than the Government
were in their dealings with the "raiyats", he questioned Mr.
Outt's assertion that the rents were low in Bengal and
never exceeded one-sixth of the gross produce, or about
16 per cent. According to the Secretary of State, the "rents
in Bengal in most cases were over 51 per cent, and even
went upto 70 and 75 per cent."
Romesh Dutt replied to the charge of factual inaccu-
racy of his data in, a letter addressed to the Times, and
another addressed to the Manchester Guardian, and sup-
ported his facts not only on the basis of his personal ob-
servations during his long service as a Revenue Officer in
Bengal, but also on the authority of Sir William Hunter
who had collected the relevant information in his Statistical
Account of Bengal The Manchester Guardian in comment-
ing on this controversy remarked :
"This testimony of an Indian official, and an eye-wit-
ness confirmed by an acknowledged British authority on
India, cannot be reconciled with the unhesitating declara-
tion of Lord George Hamilton, that in no case are rents
in Bengal as low as one-sixth of the total produce. It is
impossible to resists the conclusion that Mr. Dutt is right
when he asserts that the Secretary of State is misinformed
and it is to be hoped that Lord George Hamilton will ac-
cept the challenge thrown down by Mr. Dutt to institute
an enquiry through the district officer of Bengal."
Romesh Dutt was naturally gratified that his Congress
speech had at least raised a controversy in England and
caused some re-thinking, In a letter to his brother he
wrote: "The whole official world in England and India

